“MERCY” stands for Medical Cannabis Resource Center – Me.R.Ce., and is a grass roots organization that advocates reasonable, fair and effective marijuana laws and policies, and strives to educate, register and empower voters to implement such policies.  It was formed by patients, caregivers, advocates and concerned citizens, who feel cannabis prohibition is (1) the real problem because it is (2) just an excuse for government waste and abuse in general - and an expensive one at that.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
The Center’s objectives are to provide information to patients, and all that are looking for information about the O.M.M.P. or medicinal marijuana in general. On a daily basis they assist people in educating their doctor (or finding a new one), clinics, caregivers, were to get medicine and how to keep your garden growing and clean - among other things. 

The mission of MERCY is to bring about change and establish safeguards for the future.  The goal is the empowerment of the people through their votes and general activism.  To get the people involved in this and all issues.  To inform and direct people towards an indepentent and better quality of life.
Plan of Action

Regular meetings.  The Medical Cannabis Resource Center is reaching out to the community and holds regular, public monthly meetings at 1675 Fairgrounds Road in Salem.  Meetings usually start at 7pm on the first Thursday of the month, but call ahead to be sure. 

Volunteers at the Medical Cannabis Resource Center help maintain a storefront at 1675 Fairgrounds Road in Salem in order to assist people with the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program. Some of the functions they perform there are helping patients find access to excess medicine, educating people about cannabis's therapeutic benefits, helping to fill out OMMP forms, answer questions and generally communicating with walk-in contacts through the office.  It is a daily effort to provide information to the public so they can decide, or help loved ones decide, if cannabis is right for them and the steps they should take from there.  

 They do not have a full staff (yet!), so call ahead for hours.  They also monitor and negotiate with government agencies involved with medical marijuana, so contact them with your issues.

A few of the immediate plans are to inform & educate about the therapeutic benefits as well as the true medical facts about cannabis; support the rights of patients & doctors in the OMMP; promote a healthier environment through hemp; empower groups and actions that broadcast information & news about the harm, waste and abuse caused by can prohibition in general.

The basic strategy will be to join and initiate events & actions; to research and broadcast news & info – to be media outlet for the movement!  

MERCY wants to be in a position to help or even launch initiative and like activities;  to make available basic legal help for all cannabis users;  to promote hemp for a healthier environment;  to be a part of the community.

Patients and doctors in OMMP will be able to network and share information about their conditions and how to obtain & apply their medicine – growing tips, cooking recipes, which strains work best, etc.  MERCY hopes to educate doctors and patients in general on their rights as well as the truth on the medical effects – beneficial and otherwise.

Doctor Clinics.  In order to best serve those who use cannabis for medical purposes but are not yet in the OMMP, as well as current patients, the MERCY is exploring hosting clinics where certified physicians can perform the necessary examinations and consider qualifying a persons OMMP application. Volunteer staff is training to follow the recent strict Board of Medical Examiners rules concerning the process and resources are being lined up. This coincides with ongoing education to clinics, individual physicians and other healthcare providers about the OMMP, cannabis as medicine and doctor rights in general. This project ties in with a planned symposium on working within OMMA for doctors and attorneys. Doctor education and support, Patient and Caregiver projects like learning to grow and different methods for consumption.  These are especially important for the first time medical cannabis user as well as those unable to smoke their medication. 

Through the above actions, MERCY intends to build a volunteer base for constant recruitment & administration of the organization for the future.  Through marketing and communications they hope to coordinate with business and organizations to make a lasting, positive change in the community.

Oregon has seen the number of State certified patients grow to over 4,000 and even law enforcement is admitting that the criminal problems they expected have not occurred.  More and more health care professionals are being educated through personal experience with legal patients. They see patients who forgo harsh prescription drugs, the cost often paid by insurance, to use cannabis, which they find more effective. They see patients with improved health and mental attitudes.  

Family, friends and acquaintances of patients are also having their own educational experience as they too see the benefits of medicinal cannabis. As more patients become certified this process will only expand. 

But, while some medical marijuana advocates are pushing to expand the existing law, others are worried about protecting hard-won gains. While there are almost 5000 Oregonians registered as medical marijuana patients, law enforcement still maintains cannabis has no medical value and has already tried legislation to restrict access to the program as the first step in killing it.

PLEASE register, vote and get everyone you know to do so also.  CONSIDER contacting us to donate,  volunteer or otherwise help the Mercy Center as they assist the poorest and most dis-connected in society help themselves.

[image: image1.png]MEDICAL,
CANNABIS
RESOURCE
CENTER




1675 Fairgrounds Rd., 

Salem, OR  97303

503-363-4588 

 MercyCenter@hotmail.com

www.MercyCenters.org
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MERCY is a not-for-profit group founded by patients and other compassionate and concerned citizens in the area and is dedicated to helping and advocating for those involved with the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP). Their goal is independence for their Patient Members in the short term and freedom for the rest of us by ending cannabis prohibition.  To this end they provide, among other things, ongoing education to clinics, individual physicians and other healthcare providers about the OMMP, cannabis as medicine and doctor rights in general. 















