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	MERCY in Oregon; a Guide to the OMMP 

(Oregon Medical Marijuana Program)

	The Process

(1) Get Forms from the OHD (among other sources) and begin the process of Applying. The OMMP sometimes has packets at the front desk at - Oregon Health Division, 800 NE Oregon St., Portland, OR 97232 - and there are numerous organizations that also provide copies of the forms in print as well as thru their websites. Get and fill out the Application for Registration in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act Program.  You can go right to the source and call - (971) 673-1226  - and ask a representative of the Oregon Health Division for an OMMA application packet - or - write to OHD, P.O. Box 14450, Portland, OR 97293-0450 and they'll send you one. Or visit their website: 

http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/index.cfm

… and download forms from there. 

Form Instruction NOTES: 

(-1) Please complete Part A of the Application Form. Please provide a copy of a photo identification card as requested. If information on the front of the card is not current (for example, if your address has changed) please also photocopy the back of the iD. 

< continued pg 3 >
	Basic Rules

* You must be an Oregon resident to be a registered patient in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP). 

* You must have a qualifying debilitating medical condition as listed on the Attending Physician's Statement. 

* Debilitating Medical Condition: your physician Checks the appropriate boxes on the ATTENDING PHYSICIAN’S STATEMENT :

  1. Malignant neoplasm (Cancer) 

  2. Glaucoma 

  3. Positive status for Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) or Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 

  4. Agitation due to Alzheimer’s Disease 

  5. A medical condition or treatment for a medical condition that produces for a specific patient one or more of the following: (check all that apply) 

    a. Cachexia 

    b. Severe pain 

    c. Severe nausea 

    d. Seizures, including but not limited to seizures caused by epilepsy 

< continued pg 5 >
	FINDING A DOCTOR

-1- Educate your current, regular primary care physician; 

in Oregon, they do not prescribe or even recommend marijuana, they qualify the condition. However, if they were to talk about marijuana as medicine, they would be protected by a 9th curcuit supreme coutrt ruling that says they can!  visit: www.mercycenters.org/omma.html#doctor

-2- If your regular physician won't sign, specialists who qualify as providing primary care in this case are available.  The cost is generally $100 - $200 a visit, so clarify full process and procedure before committing resources.  

Oregon State Clinics:

Mothers Against Misuse and Abuse (MAMA) * 5217 SE 28th (Steele & 28th) * 10:00AM to 4:00PM, Tues – Fri * Now holding clinics, call:  503-233-4202 -or- visit:  http://mamas.org/Clinics.htm

VOTER POWER * 3236 SE 50th Ave Portland, OR 97202 * Phone: (503) 224 3051 / (503) 235 5305 * Fax: (503) 235 5365 * http://www.voterpower.org

< continued back pg >
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	*  The MERCY News *  


	The MERCY Guide Books to Medical Cannabis is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit project to record and broadcast information about medical cannabis and related programs for patients and others.
For more information about the MERCY Guide Books, contact us.
Snail Mail:

The MERCY Guide Books

P.O. Box 1111,

Cornelius, Ore., 97113

503.363-4588
E-mail:

MercyCenter@hotmail.com

our WWW page:

www.MercyCenters.org

Check it out!

___________________________
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	About MERCY 

MERCY is a not-for-profit, grass roots organization founded by patients, their friends and family and other compassionate and concerned citizens in the area and is dedicated to helping and advocating for those involved with the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP). MERCY is based in the Salem, Oregon area and staffed on a volunteer basis.

The purpose is to get medicine to patients in the short-term while working with them to establish their own independent sources. To this end we provide, among other things, ongoing education to people and groups organizing clinics and other Patinet Resources, individual physicians and other healthcare providers about the OMMP, cannabis as medicine and doctor rights in general. 

The mission of the organization is to help people and change the laws.   We advocate reasonable, fair and effective marijuana laws and policies, and strive to educate, register and empower voters to implement such policies.   Our philosophy is one of teaching people to fish, rather than being dependent upon others.  Lasting change will require that each citizen be active enough to register and effectively vote.  You, and only you, the people, can make it happen.   We will help in any way we can, but you have to tell us what you need.   Work with us to make this your "tool shed", or resource guide, to successful medical cannabis utilization and activism.

Monthly Meetings and Meet-Ups

Networks and Meet-Ups; Patients in the ‘Hood.  To update folks with current status and action items surrounding the issues affecting the medical cannabis community as well as registering voters, distributing literature and networking ideas. One of the missions of MERCY is to establish regular get-togethers in each community where the are (or will be!) medical cannabis patients.  

The purpose is to get patients networking and self-sufficient within their neighborhoods, assist those seeking information about the OMMP and pass on (or pick up!) action items of interest to the group.  Regular meetings are being established around the state and MERCY will continue to help make them happen and network folks to them.  Such as -

* every last Thursday of the Month, 7:00pm to 9:00pm in Salem * TV Show filming and Patient MeetUp hosted by MERCY-TV at CCTV in Salem, at Capital Community Television,  585 Liberty St SE, Salem, Oregon, 97301 – Monthly Filming and Meeting  * and …

* Every Wednesday, 7:00pm to 9:00pm in Salem * Patient MeetUp hosted by MERCY at Coffeehouse Cafe.  Located at 135 Liberty St. NE Salem, Oregon, 97301, their phone number is 503-371-6768  and they are letting us meet in the “Green Room” * And …

* Every 1st Monday of the month, In Sweet Home (OR) starting at 7pm * Public Meet Up of Sweet.Net, a Medical Cannabis Resource NetWork for Patients as well as CardHolders-to-be. * at the American Legion Building, 1127 Long Street, Sweet Home, Oregon, 97386.  
< continued next page >
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	< continued from previous page > The goal of the meetings is to service: 
*  People seeking to join the OMMP or public wanting general info, usually for a friend or family member.  

* Patients and CareGivers wanting to network. This is being planned in conjunction with other meetings and other lines of communication for the OOMPAH. (add link to meeting network and bulletin boards) 
*  Activists exchanging information and resources. 

We Still Need an Office Place. The community needs a place in the Salem area to assist people in getting into the OMMP as well as helping them find access to excess medicine. Through the above actions, MERCY intends to build a volunteer base for constant recruitment & administration of the organization for the future. Through marketing and communications we hope to coordinate with business and organizations to make a lasting, positive change in the community. 

Please help us help the sick and dying, For more info  or If you have any information or ideas, please let us know. Contact MERCY - the Medical Cannabis Resource Center by phone: 503.363-4588 or email: info@mercycenters.org  
___________________________

MERCY on the Tube

Mercy TV is shown on cable in the Salem, Oregon area thru Capital Community Television, Channel 23.   See it TUE @ 10:30pm, THU @ 2:00pm, FRI @ 11:30am -or- SAT @ 8:30pm.   
_________________________________________

<continued from “THE MARCH”, pg 1> 

(-2) If a person over the age of 18 provides assistance to you, and you would like for that person to also receive a registration card, please complete Part B of the form, and provide a copy of photo i.d. of the primary caregiver. [Note: there is no additional fee for a primary caregiver registration card.] 

(-3) Completion of Part C is optional. Please be sure to sign your name in Part D. 

(-4) If you are a minor (under the age of 18), your parent or guardian must complete the Declaration of Person with Primary Custody of a Minor form. The form must also be notarized. 


	 (2) Set an appointment & have your doctor sign the Oregon Health Dept. form - or - get a copy of your chart notations showing medical marijuana "may help alleviate symptoms". Your physician must be an MD or a DO licensed to practice in Oregon under ORS 677. 

He or she must provide signed, valid, written documentation stating that you are his/her patient, that you have been diagnosed with a debilitating medical condition covered by the Act, and that the medical use of marijuana may mitigate the symptoms or effects of your condition. This documentation may be in the form of a copy of your chart notes, a letter, or the attached Attending Physician's Statement form. [Note: chart notes or a letter must include all elements of the Attending Physician's Statement form.] 

(3) Send in your application with registration fee. In order for your application to be complete, a fee of must be paid by check or money order. The fee is determined by the following: 

* $100 for new applications; 

* $100 for renewal applications; 

* $20 for applicants who are enrolled in the Oregon Health Plan or who receive federal Supplementary Social Security Income; this fee was formerly $50 per year. 

To qualify for the $20 fee, applicants must submit documentation that verifies they are on the Oregon Health Plan or are receiving Supplemental Social Security income Please make payable to: Oregon Health Division and send payment with your application forms and/or other materials. All information will be verified. 

(4) Wait. All information will be verified. Upon receipt of a complete application, you will be issued a medical marijuana registration card by the Oregon Health Division. You can contact the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP) to confirm your application or card status or if you have any questions. 

Contacting the OHD/OMMP: Oregon (Dept. of Human Resources) Health Division * Oregon Medical Marijuana Program * 800 NE Oregon Street, #21 * Portland, OR 97232-2162 

Mail: DHS/OMMP * PO Box 14450 * Portland, OR 97293-0450 * Phone: 971-673-1226 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM * Fax: 971-673-1278 * e-mail: OMMP.QA@state.or.us * WEBSITE: http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/ 
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	<continued from “THE MARCH”, pg 1> e. Persistent muscle spasms, including but not limited to spasms caused by multiple sclerosis 

* Your physician must be a Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) licensed to practice medicine in Oregon. You must have an established patient/physician relationship with your "attending physician." Naturopaths, chiropractors, and nurse practitioners cannot sign the documentation.  (see Clinics, below)

* The OMMP cannot refer you to a physician. The OMMP does not have a physician referral list. (MERCY does, see below)

* You must list a grow site address on your application. You, or your designated primary caregiver, may grow your own medication. There is no place in the State of Oregon to legally purchase medical marijuana. 

* The OMMP cannot find a designated primary caregiver for you. The OMMP does not keep a referral list of persons who want to be caregivers for patients. (You are not required to list a caregiver, unless you are less than 18 years old.) Your caregiver cannot be your physician. 

* The OMMP cannot supply you with seeds or starter plants, or give you advice on how to grow medical marijuana. 

* The application fee cannot be waived. Partial payments cannot be accepted. 

-------

Patient Resource Networking

for more info visit:  http://www.mercycenters.org/orgs.html

(Portland Metro):

PORTLAND:

* Second Saturday of the Month from 12 Noon to 3 PM * Oregon NORML Cardholder Patient Meeting in Portland. These meetings are scheduled monthly on the second Saturday of each month- except September and December, when the meeting is held on the third Saturday of the month, and (usually) run from 12 Noon to 3 PM, in Portland. * NOTE: You must have an OMMP card among other requirements. Visit: > www.ornorml.org < for the latest information on location, time and requirements. 

< continued from previous page > 
	* 1st Wed of every month * at Stark Street Pizza (Portland), 7 pm * OGF (PDX) * Social meeting, Open to public.

* Every 4th Saturday of the month * at Big Blue, the Oregon Green Free (OGF) Patient Resource Center at 2 pm * OGF-PDX-East * Meeting, open to the public. * Big Blue is located at 2375 SE 174th Ave., Portland, Ore. 97233 * Ph: 503-760-2671 * Fax: 503-715-0120  *  eMail:  ogfpdxeast@oregongreenfree.com

*  OGF-PDX-West.  Contact Info – eMail:  ogfpdxwest@oregongreenfree.com

TIGARD:

* Every 3rd Saturday of the month * at the Tigard Town Hall (Tigard) at 12:30 * OGF PDX West * Meeting, open to the public.

(Central Oregon)

BEND:

OGF-Bend.  Contact Info – phone:  541.536-0420;  eMail:  ogfbend@oregongreenfree.com

 (North Coast):  

ARCH CAPE:  

*  American Alliance for Medical Cannabis (AAMC) - Oregon  *  P.O. Box 47, Arch Cape, OR 97102-0047  *  www.letfreedomgrow.org/aamcoregon.htm

SEASIDE:  

*  Every 4th Saturday of the month * in the Westlake Restaurant in Seaside at Noon * OGF North Coast * Meeting. Open to the public.  Contact Info – phone:  503.458-6971;  eMail:  ogfnorthcoast@oregongreenfree.com

(Central Coast)

*  OGF-Central-Coast.  Contact Info – eMail:  ogfcentralcoast@oregongreenfree.com

< continued next page >
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	< continued from previous page > 

(South Coast)

BROOKINGS:

*  Every 3rd Saturday of the month * at the Cape Ferrelo Fire Hall, north of Brookings - from 1pm til 4pm * OGF-South-Coast * The Cape Ferrelo Fire Hall is at 96349 Cape Ferrelo Road, Brookings Oregon. Cape Ferrelo Road East is off HWY 101 north of Brookings, about 3 miles up on the left. * Meeting. Open to the public.  *   Contact Info – eMail:  ogfsouthcoast@oregongreenfree.com

(Southern Oregon)

JACKSONVILLE: 

*  Southern Oregon Voter Power (SOVP) * 541.890-0100

*  OGF-South.  Contact Info – eMail:  ogfsouth@oregongreenfree.com

(Western Oregon)

CORVALLIS: 

Contigo-Conmigo *  Monmouth, Oregon  * http://www.or-coast.net/contigo/

EUGENE:

* Second Saturday of the Month, usually Noon * Oregon Green Free (OGF-Eug) Meeting, Growers Market, 454 Willamette St in Eugene. NOTE: You do NOT need an OMMP card or other requirements, as far as we know.   Contact Info – email:  ogfeugene@oregongreenfree.com

SALEM:

* Wednesdays * 7:00pm to 9:00pm * Patient MeetUp hosted by MERCY at Coffeehouse Cafe in Salem. Located at 135 Liberty St. NE Salem, Oregon, 97301, their phone number is 503-371-6768 and they are letting us meet in the “Green Room” * call MERCY at: 503.363-4588 for more info about Meetings and Meet-Ups * This one will happen every Wednesday. We hope.


	SWEET HOME:

Medical Cannabis Network opportunity in Sweet Home.  First Monday of the month, starting at 7pm. At the American Legion Building, 1127 Long Street, Sweet Home, Oregon, 97386.  Call 503.363-4588 -or- visit: mercycenters.org/events/Meet_PUB_Sweet.htm

(Eastern Oregon)

LaGRANDE:

* Every 2nd Saturday of the month * at DHS building in LaGrande at Noon * OGF East * The La Grande area chapter holds its meetings at Integrated Services Building (DHS, Sr. & Disabled) 1607 Gekeler Lane, which is on or near the Blue Mountain Community College. General Meet-Up, open to the public.   *  Contact Info – eMail:  ogfeast@oregongreenfree.com

< continued next page >
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	< continued from previous page >
-------------------------------

* Forums.  A means to communicate and network on medical cannabis in Portland across Oregon and around the world.  A list of Forums, Chat Rooms, Bulletin Boards and other Online Resources for the Medical Cannabis Patient, CareGiver, Family Member and Other Interetsted Parties.  * > Rsrcs > Pats (plus) > Online > Forums  *  Know any?  Let everybody else know!  Visit:  http://www.mercycenters.org/orgs/Forums.html  and Post It!

Oregon Green Free (OGF) is a OMMP CardHolder-based virtual community that networks on-line and arranges meet-ups and other activity around the state.  Contact info: mail to Oregon Green Free HQ, 2375 SE 174th Ave., Portland, Oregon, or phone: 503.760-2671 * or visit: http://www.oregongreenfree.com

* Every 4th Saturday of the month * in the Westlake Restaurant in Seaside at Noon * OGF North Coast * Meeting. Open to the public.

see >  http://mercycenters.org/events/current.html  < for the latest.


	OGF Meet-Up Info:

* Second Saturday of the Month, usually Noon * Oregon Green Free (OGF-Eug) Meeting, Growers Market, 454 Willamette St in Eugene. NOTE: You do NOT need an OMMP card or other requirements, as far as we know. 

* 1st Wed of every month * at Stark Street Pizza (Portland), 7 pm * OGF (PDX) * Social meeting, Open to public.

* Every 2nd Saturday of the month * at DHS building in LaGrande at Noon * OGF East * The La Grande area chapter holds its meetings at Integrated Services Building (DHS, Sr. & Disabled) 1607 Gekeler Lane, which is on or near the Blue Mountain Community College. General Meet-Up, open to the public. 

* Every 3rd Saturday of the month * at the Tigard Town Hall (Tigard) at 12:30 * OGF PDX West * Meeting, open to the public.

* Every 3rd Saturday of the month * at the Cape Ferrelo Fire Hall, north of Brookings - from 1pm til 4pm * OGF-South-Coast * The Cape Ferrelo Fire Hall is at 96349 Cape Ferrelo Road, Brookings Oregon. Cape Ferrelo Road East is off HWY 101 north of Brookings, about 3 miles up on the left. * Meeting. Open to the public.

* Every 4th Saturday of the month * at Big Blue, the Oregon Green Free (OGF) Patient Resource Center at 2 pm * OGF-PDX-East * Meeting, open to the public. * Big Blue is located at 2375 SE 174th Ave., Portland, Ore. 97233 * Ph: 503-760-2671 * Fax: 503-715-0120
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	< continued from previous page > 

Books to get and read:

Marijuana Medical Handbook by Rosenthal, Gieringer and Dr. Mikuriya, "A Guide to Therapeutic Use". ISBN#0-932551-16-5   $16.95

Is Marijuana The Right Medicine For You? By DR's Zimmerman, Bayer and Crumpacker, ISBN#0-87983-906-6 (Keats 1998)

The Emperor Wears No Clothes By Jack Herer, The Original Hemp Bible. ISBN#1-878125-02-8   $24.95


	------------------

Web sites to visit:

* A guide to OMMA and medical cannabis in general.  The OMMA Web Page by Rick Bayer, MD, FACP.  Visit:  www.omma1998.org

* 1999 Institute of Medicine/National Academy of Sciences Report "Marijuana And Medicine: Assessing The Science Base" By Janet E. Joy, Stanley J. Watson, Jr. And John Benson Jr., Editors.  Visit:  www.nap.edu/catalog/6376.html

* GW Pharmaceuticals Inc.  * a pharmaceutical company developing a portfolio of prescription medicines derived from cannabis to meet patient needs in a wide range of therapeutic indications.  Contact: Porton Down Science Park, Salisbury, Wilts, SP4 0JQ, United Kingdom * Tel: 01980 557000 * Fax: 01980 557111 *   http://www.gwpharm.com/

* O'Shaughnessy's Journal of the California Cannabis Research Medical Group (CCRMG) .  visit:  www.ccrmg.org/journal.html 

* Is Marijuana the Right Medicine for You?  A Factual Guide to Medical Uses of Marijuana   by Bill Zimmerman, PhD with Rick Bayer, MD and Nancy Crumpacker, MD,  ISBN#0-87983-906-6   (Keats 1998). Chapter 3:  Why All the Controversy?  What Does The Research Actually Show?  is online at:   www.medmjscience.org/Media/pdf/chap3.pdf 

* Cannabis Medicine Internationale (IACM) * a scientific society advocating the improvement of the legal situation for the use of the hemp plant and its pharmacologically most important active compounds, through promotion of research and dissemination of information.  Contact: IACM - Cannabis Medicine Intl * Arnimstrasse 1A, 50825 Cologne, Germany * Phone: +49-221-9543 9229 * Fax: +49-221-1300591 *  www.acmed.org
< continued next page >
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	Oregon Caregivers Association (OCA) * PO Box 2482 , Cave Junction, OR 97523  * Phone: 541-761-2508 * or visit: www.OregonCaregivers.com 

(Eugene) Compassion Center  *  2055 W. 12th Ave., Eugene, OR  97402 * PH# (541) 484-6558  * FAX (541) 484-0891 * Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday - Noon to 6pm * visit:  http://www.compassioncenter.net

The Hemp and Cannabis Foundation (THCf)

1-800-723-0188

visit:  http://thc-foundation.com/

Oregon Clinic

105 SE 18th Ave.

Portland, Oregon 97214

OR (503)281-5100

Fax(503)235-0120

visit:  http://www.mercycenters.org/orgs/Clinics.html  for the latest.

NOTE:  THCf hosts Clinics around the nation - 

Washington Clinic

1813 130th NE #210

Bellevue, Washington 98005

WA (425)869-6186

Fax(425)869-6378

Map/Directions

Colorado Clinic

4485 Wadsworth Blvd.

WheatRidge, CO 80033

CO (303)403-9996

Fax(303)403-9998

Map/Directions


	Hawaii Clinic

345 Queen St #1000

Honolulu, HI 96813

HI (800)723-0188

Fax(503)235-0120

Map/Directions

California Clinic

647 N. Main St #1-B

Riverside, CA 92501

CA (951)782-9898

Fax(951)782-9889

Map/Directions

visit:  http://thc-foundation.com/clinics/
HOW TO - a Guideline for Completing the Application for Registration in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program.  And RESOURCEs for CardHolders and related.

Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP) meetings.  They happen quarterly, around the state.  To discuss or propose changes one can attend the public Advisory Committee on Medial Marijuana (ACMM) meetings hosted by the OMMP.  MERCY gets copies of documents and stuff from the meetings - and posts them in their online library, for you to print out and otherwise Keep yourself and neighbors in the loop! You can also keep up on Public Meeting Notices by visiting the dedicated OMMP webpage at:

http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/mtngnotice.shtml

	* The MERCY News > mercycenter@hotmail.com  > (503) 363-4588 < www.MercyCenters.org *


Your Oregon Medical Marijuana Program
The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (OMMA), a ballot initiative approved by voters in 1998, allows patients to possess and grow small amounts of medial marijuana. The law required DHS to create a registry system for persons authorized to use marijuana for medicinal purposes. Applicants must provide a statement from their physician that they have a qualifying medical condition and that medical marijuana might alleviate their symptoms or disease. Once their application is approved they are issued a registration card that is renewable annually.  For those who understand the utilization of cannabis as medicine, this is an invaluable option in therapy.   How does one get started in OMMP, the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program? 

About the OMMP

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act was passed by Oregon voters on November 3, 1998, and went into effect on December 3, 1998. The Oregon Health Services was given the responsibility of developing a registration system for patients and caregivers by May 1, 1999.
 
On May 21, 1999, the first registration cards were issued. Since that date, more than 900 registration cards have been issued to 600 patients and their caregivers. More than 300 physicians are participating in the program. These physicians are Medical Doctors and Doctors of Osteopathy who are in private or group practice, or are in large Health Maintenance Organizations such as Kaiser Permanente. The program operates statewide, with registered patients from every county in Oregon.
 
All patient and physician names and records are maintained in confidential files and a database. However, as outlined in the Act, state and local law enforcement may contact the Health Services to verify if a person is registered with the program. Law enforcement personnel must provide a specific name or address, and the Health Services may verify if the person is registered, or has an application pending.
 
To date, no registered patient or caregiver has been convicted of a marijuana-related offense, and the Health Services has not revoked any issued cards. Annual renewal notices have been sent out for cards issued last May and June, and renewal applications are being sent back in.
 
In addition to administering the registration system, the Health Services was charged with accepting petitions to add conditions to the list of qualifying conditions/symptoms covered in the original Act. During the past year, the Division received petitions to add anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, adult attention-deficit disorder, sleep disorder, and post-traumatic stress disorder to the list of qualifying conditions. A panel of physicians, nurses, and patient advocates held meetings to consider these conditions, and have made recommendations to the State Health Officer, Dr. Grant Higginson. He will likely decide which, if any, conditions to add by the end of May.
 
There are still some barriers to participation in the program. The program did not receive any general funds during the last legislative budget session, so it is entirely supported by patient fees of $150 per application. This presents a financial hardship to many patients who are too ill to work. Some doctors are still reluctant to allow their patients to participate, fearing federal reprisals. Some patients are unable to grow medical marijuana at their homes, or find a caregiver to grow for them.
 
However, on balance, the program is working better than either the proponents, or the opponents, anticipated. With larger-than-expected patient registration and physician participation, and with no wide-scale criminal abuses, it would be safe to deem the program quite successful to date. Other states (and Canada) have requested information on Oregon's program to use as a model for their own initiatives and registration systems. The Health Services receives regular feedback from patients who tell us that the program is working well for them.

Some basic facts

The role of the Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services is simply to administer the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act as approved by the voters of this State. The Department did not write the law and does not have any authority to change it or to disregard its provisions. The principal goal of the OMMP is to make the registration process work smoothly and efficiently for qualified patients.

Basic Facts

Source (Online), Contacting  the OMMP >>  http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/facts.shtml
· The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act protects medical marijuana users who comply with its requirements from state criminal prosecution for production, possession or delivery of a controlled substance.
· "The (state) Act neither protects marijuana plants from seizure nor individuals from prosecution if the federal government chooses to take action against patients or caregivers under the federal Controlled Substances Act."
· You must be an Oregon resident to be a registered patient in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP).

· You must have a qualifying debilitating medical condition as listed on the Attending Physician's Statement.

· Your physician must be a Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) licensed to practice medicine in Oregon. You must have an established patient/physician relationship with your "attending physician." Naturopaths, chiropractors, and nurse practitioners cannot sign the documentation.

· The OMMP cannot refer you to a physician. The OMMP does not have a physician referral list.

· The application fee cannot be waived. Partial payments cannot be accepted. Credit card payments are not accepted.

· You must list a grow site address on your application. You, or your designated primary caregiver, may grow your medication. There is no place in the State of Oregon to legally purchase medical marijuana.

· The OMMP cannot find a designated primary caregiver for you. The OMMP does not keep a referral list of persons who want to be caregivers for patients. (You are not required to list a caregiver unless you are less than 18 years old.) Your caregiver cannot be your physician.

· If you decide to change your caregiver, it is your responsibility to notify him or her that he or she is no longer protected under the law. The OMMP does not communicate directly with caregivers.

· The OMMP will only speak directly with the patient. All written requests to release information must be signed and dated by the patient. The OMMP will not accept written or verbal requests for information from your caregiver or any other person without your permission.

· The OMMP cannot supply you with seeds or starter plants, or give you advice on how to grow medical marijuana. 

· You must be an Oregon resident to be a registered patient in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP). 

· You must have a qualifying debilitating medical condition as listed on the Attending Physician's Statement. 

· Your physician must be a Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) licensed to practice medicine in Oregon. You must have an established patient/physician relationship with your "attending physician." Naturopaths, chiropractors, and nurse practitioners cannot sign the documentation. 

· The OMMP cannot refer you to a physician. The OMMP does not have a physician referral list. 

· You must list a grow site address on your application. You, or your designated primary caregiver, may grow your own medication. There is no place in the State of Oregon to legally purchase medical marijuana. 

· The OMMP cannot find a designated primary caregiver for you. The OMMP does not keep a referral list of persons who want to be caregivers for patients. (You are not required to list a caregiver, unless you are less than 18 years old.) Your caregiver cannot be your physician. 

· The OMMP cannot supply you with seeds or starter plants, or give you advice on how to grow medical marijuana. 

· The application fee cannot be waived. Partial payments cannot be accepted. 

FAQS - Frequently Asked QuestionS

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP) receives many questions that are not answered in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (OMMA, 1998), Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS), Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR), or the application. The information provided here, courtesy of the OMMP website (http://www.ohd.hr.state.or.us/mm/index.cfm), is an effort to help you understand the role of the OMMP, its benefits and limitations.

1. Can the OMMP refer me to a physician?
No. The names of physicians who have submitted forms, letters, or chart notes for their patients are confidential, and the OMMP does not have a physician referral list. 

There are activist groups that doctor clinics and referral systems.  See list >

2. Where do I get the seeds or plants to start growing medical marijuana?


The OMMP is not a resource for the growing process and does not have information to give to patients. 

There are activist groups that assist patients in networking and finding access to excess resources.  See list >

3) What do I have to pay for an OMMP registry identification card?

· The fee for a NEW application is $100.00 OR $20.00 if you are on the Oregon Health Plan (OHP) or if you are receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) monthly benefits. SSI is NOT the same as Social Security Disability (SSD).

· The fee for a RENEWAL application is $100.00 OR $20.00 if you are on the OHP or if you are receiving SSI monthly benefits. SSI is NOT the same as SSD.

· OHP: "Oregon Health Plan" means the medical assistance program administered by the Department under ORS chapter 414. Eligibility in the Oregon Health Plan is demonstrated by providing a current, valid eligibility determination statement from the Department's Office of Medical Assistance Programs. To qualify for a reduced fee, a copy of the patient's current eligibility statement must be provided at the time the patient submits an application. The Department will verify the patient's Oregon Health Plan eligibility with the Office of Medical Assistance Programs.

· SSI: "Supplemental Security Income" means the monthly benefit assistance program administered by the federal government for persons who are age 65 or older, or blind, or disabled and who have limited income and financial resources. Eligibility for Supplemental Security Income is demonstrated by providing a copy of a receipt of a current monthly benefit. To qualify for a reduced fee, a copy of a receipt of a current Supplemental Security Income monthly benefit must be provided at the time the patient submits an application. The Department will verify the patient's current Supplemental Security Income receipt of monthly benefits through the Department or with the Social Security Administration.

See Oregon Administrative Rule 333-008-0020 for more information.
4) I do not have the money for the application fee. Is it a one-time payment? Can it be waived? Can I make installment payments? Will my insurance pay? Can I pay with my credit card?

The answer to all these questions is "no". The fee must be paid in full with each new or renewal application. Make your check or money order payable to "OMMP". You may pay in person at the State Office Building cashier's office in Portland.
3. I do not have the money for the application fee. Is it a one-time payment? Can it be waived? Can I make installment payments? Will my insurance pay?
The answer to all these questions is "no". The fee must be paid in full with each new or renewal application. 

4. Why do I need to have a physician sign and date the form or send a chart note to the OMMP? Why can't I just provide my medical records?
According to the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (Section 4 (2)(a)), and OAR 333-008-0020(1)(a) that govern the OMMP, a physician must state in writing that the patient has a qualifying debilitating medical condition and that medical marijuana might mitigate the symptoms or effects of that condition. A signed and dated "Attending Physician's Statement," copies of chart notes or medical records must be current within 3 months of the date of a person's new or renewal application. 

Sending medical records to the OMMP is fine as long as they clearly state the physician is aware that medical marijuana is being used as a treatment, and he or she clearly states that medical marijuana might benefit the patient. The physician must sign and date the relevant portions of any medical record you want to send to the OMMP. Otherwise, your physician must provide a signed and dated written statement, form, or authorized chart note to the OMMP. The OMMP contacts each physician during the application process to verify that the patient is under the physician's care. The OMMP urges patients to work closely with their attending physicians throughout the application process.

5) Why do I need to have a physician sign and date the form or send a chart note to the OMMP? Why can't I just provide my medical records?

According to the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (Section 4 (2)(a)), and OAR 333-008-0020(1)(a), a physician must state in writing that the patient has a qualifying debilitating medical condition and that medical marijuana may mitigate the symptoms or effects of that condition. The OMMP accepts medical records as long as they clearly state the physician is aware that medical marijuana is being used as a treatment and he or she believes the patient may benefit from the use of medical marijuana. The physician must sign and date the relevant portions of medical records you send to the OMMP. The OMMP contacts each physician during the application process to verify the patient is under the physician's care. A signed and dated "Attending Physician's Statement," copies of chart notes or medical records must be current within 3 months of the date of a person's new or renewal application.
5. Why are only MDs (Medical Doctors) and DOs (Doctors of Osteopathy) qualified to sign the "Attending Physician's Statement" of the application? Why not naturopaths, chiropractors, or nurse practitioners? Does the physician have to be licensed in Oregon?
The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act states that an "attending physician" means a physician licensed under ORS chapter 677. The definition of an "attending physician" can be found in OAR 333-008-0010(1). MDs and DOs are the physicians licensed under this chapter. The law also specifies that a physician must be licensed in Oregon. The OMMP verifies with the Board of Medical Examiners that each patient's attending physician has a valid license to practice medicine in Oregon and has no disqualifying restrictions. 

6) Why are only MDs (Medical Doctors) and DOs (Doctors of Osteopathy) qualified to sign the "Attending Physician's Statement" of the application? Why not naturopaths, chiropractors, or nurse practitioners? Does the physician have to be licensed in Oregon?

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act states that an "attending physician" means a physician licensed under ORS chapter 677 (OAR 333-008-0010(1)). MDs and DOs are the physicians licensed under this chapter. The law also specifies that a physician must be licensed in Oregon. The OMMP verifies with the Board of Medical Examiners that each patient's attending physician has a valid license to practice medicine in Oregon and has no disqualifying restrictions.
6. Do I have to list a "grow site" address on my application (that is, the address where I plan to grow my medical marijuana)?
Yes. OAR 333-008-0020(1)(b) requires the patient to provide the OMMP with the address where his or her marijuana will be manufactured or produced--that is, a grow site address. The OMMP is aware that some patients do not plan to grow their medical marijuana and at the time of making a new or renewal application, may not yet have a designated primary caregiver and/or may not be certain where their grow site will be. 

For this requirement, the OMMP offers patients two options. First, the patient knows the physical address where his or her medical marijuana will be grown and provides this address to the OMMP on the application form. Second, the patient is not certain where his or her medical marijuana will be grown and provides the physical address where the medical marijuana will most likely be grown. A PO Box is not permitted as a grow site address. Providing incorrect grow site information or failing to notify the OMMP of any change of grow site address within 30 days of such a change will result in the patient not being protected from criminal laws if local or state law enforcement agencies determine the patient or his or her designated primary caregiver is growing marijuana at a grow site not registered with the OMMP (ORS 475.316).

7) Do I have to list a "grow site" address on my application (that is, the address where I plan to grow my medical marijuana)??

Yes. OAR 333-008-0020(1)(b) requires the patient to provide the OMMP with the address where his or her marijuana will be manufactured or produced--that is, a "grow site" address. The OMMP is aware that some patients do not plan to grow their medical marijuana and at the time of making a new or renewal application, may not yet have a designated primary caregiver and/or may not be certain where their grow site will be.

For this requirement, the OMMP offers patients two options. First, the patient knows the physical address where his or her medical marijuana will be grown and provides this address to the OMMP on the application form. Second, the patient is not certain where his or her medical marijuana will be grown and provides the physical address where the medical marijuana will most likely be grown. A PO Box is not permitted as a grow site address.

You and your caregiver are not protected from criminal laws if: (1) your grow site address is not registered with the OMMP; (2) you provide the OMMP with incorrect grow site address information; or (3) you fail to inform the OMMP of any change in grow site information within 30 days of any such change (ORS 475.316).
8) What if other people are at my grow site besides my primary caregiver and me. Are these other people protected from civil and criminal penalties?

There is a section on the back of the application forms for you to list the names and dates of birth of any other persons who may be at the grow site, other than the patient and/or the designated primary caregiver. The OMMP will include this information in the patient's file and will verify these other names with law enforcement personnel only if an officer asks about a specific name(s) of a person who may be at a grow site. You are not required to list the names and dates of birth of other persons who may be at the grow site; this information is optional. OTHER PERSONS WHO MAY BE AT THE GROW SITE ARE NOT PROTECTED FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PENALITIES!
9) Do I have to tell my landlord that I am a patient in the OMMP? Can my landlord evict me if I am a patient in the OMMP and have my grow site in my rental housing? Can I live in subsidized housing and be a patient in the OMMP?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to tell your landlord that you are a patient in the OMMP. Nothing in the OMMA specifically addresses whether or not you can be evicted because you are a patient in the OMMP, even if you have only the amount of medical marijuana allowed by law. Nothing in OMMP laws specifically addresses whether or not a person can be an OMMP patient and live in subsidized housing. If you have questions about these important issues, the OMMP recommends you talk to your personal attorney to learn about your rights and protections.
7. Do I have to tell my landlord that I am a patient in the OMMP? Can my landlord evict me if I am a patient in the OMMP and have my grow site in my rental housing? Can I live in subsidized housing and be a patient in the OMMP?
It is up to you to decide whether or not to tell your landlord that you are a patient in the OMMP. Nothing in OMMP laws specifically addresses whether or not you can be evicted because you are a patient in the OMMP, even if you have only the amount of medical marijuana allowed by law. Nothing in OMMP laws specifically addresses whether or not a person can be an OMMP patient and live in subsidized housing. If you have questions about these important issues, the OMMP recommends you talk to your personal attorney to learn about your rights and protections. 

10) Do I have to tell the OMMP if I change my mailing address, add or remove a designated primary caregiver, or change my grow site address?

The answer to all these questions is "yes". You are required to tell the OMMP in writing of any such changes within 30 days of the change. The OMMP does not accept changes of information over the telephone. The OMMP only accepts written changes about the patient's address, designated primary caregiver, or grow site from the registered patient. You may send your changes to the OMMP by mail, by fax, or in person. At this time, if you make a change after your registry identification card has been issued, the OMMP will not issue a new card to you. You will get written confirmation from the OMMP that the change was received. Your changes will be made in our computer database and will be put in your file. You will be protected from civil and criminal penalties for these changes.
8. Do I have to tell the OMMP if I change my mailing address, add or remove a designated primary caregiver, or change my grow site address?
The answer to all these questions is "yes". You are required to tell the OMMP in writing of any such changes within 30 days of the change. The OMMP does not accept changes of information over the telephone. The OMMP will not accept changes about the patient's address, designated primary caregiver, or grow site from any other person affiliated with the patient without the express permission of the patient. 

You may send your changes to the OMMP by mail, by using the facsimile number listed on the cover page of these "Frequently Asked Questions," or by coming to the State Office Building in Portland, if this is convenient. At this time, if you make a change after your registry identification card has been issued, the OMMP will not issue a new card to you. You will get written confirmation from the OMMP that the change was received. Your changes will be made in our computer database and will be put in your file. You will be protected from civil and criminal penalties for these changes. 

11) What happens to my application once I mail it? What if I don't send in all the required parts of my application?

The OMMP will review your application to make sure it is complete and all parts are current. If your application is complete, you will get a "complete letter" from the OMMP letting you know your registry identification card will be issued within 30 days after the OMMP receives verification from your attending physician. On the same day the OMMP sends you a "complete letter," we mail a "verification letter" to your attending physician.

The purpose of this letter is to verify that you are a patient of this physician, and for a new application, that you are affected by a debilitating medical condition covered by the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act, and that medical marijuana may reduce the symptoms of your condition. If you are renewing your application, the verification letter to your attending physician is to verify that you are his or her patient.

If you don't send in all the required parts of your application, the OMMP will send you an "incomplete letter" telling you what parts of your application are missing. The incomplete letter gives you 14 days from the date of the letter to get the missing parts to the OMMP and tells you the terms under which your application may be denied. When you get all missing parts of your application to the OMMP, you will be sent a "complete letter" and the OMMP will verify your status with your attending physician.
9. What happens to my application once I mail it? What if I don't send in all the required parts of my application?


When the OMMP receives your application, it will be reviewed to make sure all parts of it have been received and are current. If your application is complete, you will get a "complete letter" from the OMMP letting you know your registry identification card will be issued within 30 days after the OMMP receives verification from your attending physician. On the same day that the OMMP sends you a "complete letter," we mail a "verification letter" to your attending physician. 

The purpose of this letter is to verify that you are a patient of this physician, and for a new application, that you are affected by a debilitating medical condition covered by the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act, and that medical marijuana may reduce the symptoms of your condition. If you are renewing your application, the verification letter to your attending physician is to verify that you are his or her patient. 

If you don't send in all the required parts of your application, the OMMP will send you an "incomplete letter" telling you what parts of your application are missing. The incomplete letter tells you that you have 14 days from the date of the letter to get the missing parts to the OMMP and tells you the terms under which your application may be denied. When you get all missing parts of your application to the OMMP, you will be sent a "complete letter" and the OMMP will verify your status with your attending physician.

12) Do I need to keep a copy of my application and any other information I send to the OMMP?

Yes! You are strongly urged to keep copies of everything you send to the OMMP at any time now or in the future. For example, the copy of your application is your proof of protection until you are issued a registry identification card.

10. Do I need to keep a copy of my application and any other information I send to the OMMP?


Yes! You are strongly urged to keep copies of everything you send to the OMMP. For example, the copy of your application is your proof of protection until you are issued a registry identification card. 

13) Why can't I go to a pharmacy to fill a prescription for medical marijuana?

Pharmacies can only dispense medications "prescribed" by licensed medical practitioners. The federal government classifies marijuana as a Schedule I drug, which means licensed medical practitioners cannot prescribe it. The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act allows patients to grow their own medical marijuana for private use.
11. Why can't I go to a pharmacy to fill a prescription for medical marijuana?


Pharmacies can only dispense medications that are prescribed by licensed medical practitioners. The federal government classifies marijuana as a Schedule I drug, which means licensed medical practitioners cannot prescribe it. The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act allows patients to grow their own medical marijuana for private use. 

14) Is the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act recognized by other states? Can I travel to another state with medical marijuana and my OMMP registry identification card and not be arrested or charged with civil or criminal penalties?

At this time, the OMMP is not aware of any "reciprocity" agreements with any other states to honor the Oregon law. This includes even those states that have medical marijuana laws of their own, such as Washington and California. At this time, the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act is only recognized within our State
12. Is the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act recognized by other states? Can I travel to another state with an ounce of medical marijuana and my OMMP registry identification card and not be arrested or charged with civil or criminal penalties?

At this time, the OMMP is not aware of any "reciprocity" agreements with any other states to honor the Oregon law. This includes even those states that have medical marijuana laws of their own, such as Washington and California. At this time, the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act is only recognized within our State. 

15) Is my confidentiality protected?

Yes. The OMMP does not give out lists of patients or physicians. Law enforcement personnel may call the OMMP only to verify a specific name or address of a patient or caregiver. The OMMP will tell law enforcement staff if the patient, caregiver, or address in question is registered, or if an application is in process. The OMMP will disclose patient information to others only at the specific written request of the patient. OMMP computer files are secure and paper files are kept locked when not in use.
Read more
13. Is my confidentiality protected?
Yes. The OMMP does not give out lists of patients or physicians. Law enforcement personnel may call the OMMP only to verify a specific name or address of a patient or caregiver. The OMMP will tell law enforcement staff if that patient, caregiver, or address is registered, or if an application is in process. The OMMP will disclose patient information to others only at the specific written request of the patient. OMMP computer files are secure and paper files are kept locked when not in use. 

14. Why is getting a registry identification card important for me?
A patient is protected from civil and criminal penalties for the possession of limited amounts of marijuana specified by the law if he or she has a registry identification card and is complying with all aspects of the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act. 

16) What should I tell my employer if I am subjected to a drug test?

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act states that employers are not required to accommodate employees who use medical marijuana. It is up to you to decide whether or not to tell your employer that you are a patient in the OMMP. The OMMP has heard that several employers treat medical marijuana like any prescription drug that might impair ability; however, this is not true in all situations. A patient may contact the OMMP in writing to ask the Program to release information about the patient's registration to an employer.
15. What should I tell my employer when I am subjected to a drug test?
The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act states that employers are not required to accommodate employees who use medical marijuana. However, the OMMP has heard that several employers treat medical marijuana like any prescription drug that might impair ability. A patient may contact the OMMP in writing to ask the Program to release information about the patient's registration to an employer. 

17) It is time to renew my card and my physician's clinic has adopted a policy of not signing "Attending Physician's Statements".

A renewal application does not require a statement from a physician regarding the use of medical marijuana; however, a renewal does require the patient to demonstrate that his or her debilitating medical condition continues. You can submit a copy of relevant portions of your medical records made by your physician within 3 months of your application date. The records must be signed and dated by the physician. The OMMP urges patients to work closely with their attending physicians throughout the application process.
16. It is time to renew my card and my physician's clinic has adopted a policy of not signing "Attending Physician's Statements."
A renewal application does not require a statement from a physician regarding the use of medical marijuana; however, a renewal does require the patient to demonstrate his or her debilitating medical condition continues. This could be demonstrated by a copy of relevant portions of your medical record made within 3 months of your application signed and dated by a physician stating that the patient is being treated for a debilitating medical condition. The OMMP urges patients to work closely with their attending physicians throughout the application process. 

18) I live within 1000 feet of a school, AKA a "drug free zone". Can I still grow and/or possess my medical marijuana there?

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (OMMA) does not address this issue. For questions about laws other than the OMMA, please contact your local law enforcement agency for guidance. 

19) Can I have someone else sign and date my application (a "proxy") if I am physically unable to do so?

Yes, as long as the individual signing your application identifies him or herself as your proxy next to his or her signature on your application. 

20) How are the laws and rules of the OMMA enforced?

The OMMP enforces the registration process-making sure applications are complete before issuing a registry identification card, denying incomplete or fraudulent applications, and suspending cards if persons commit violations of the OMMA. The OMMP verifies the names and addresses of patients, caregivers, and grow sites with local and state law enforcement personnel if they call the OMMP requesting such information.

Local and state law enforcement agencies enforce the OMMA around the State-that is, they may check to see if patients or caregivers possess or are growing the amount of medical marijuana allowed by law. Local and state law enforcement personnel may take any action they believe is necessary to enforce the criminal laws of the State, including violations of the OMMA. Local and state law enforcement actions may vary from county-to-county and district-to-district. The OMMP has no authority to direct the activities of local and state law enforcement agencies. 

More on: Is my confidentiality protected?

Source (Online), Contacting  the OMMP >>  http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/confidential.shtml


Yes, the OMMP protects your confidentiality! 

· The OMMP works from a locked and secure office.

· The OMMP keeps all computer and paper files locked and secure when not in use.

· OMMP staff tells officers from state or local law enforcement agencies "yes" or "no" when asked: (1) if a specific person has a valid registry identification card; (2) if a specific person is a caregiver of a patient; (3) if a specific person has a pending application, or (4) if a specific address is a registered "grow site". This "yes" or "no" practice is called "verification", because we only verify specific questions asked of us.

· OMMP staff do not give out other information to law enforcement. For example, if an OMMP staff member is asked by an officer to give out the name of a patient's designated primary caregiver, the staff member tells the officer that such information is confidential and can only be verified if OMMP staff is given specific information (name or address) to verify.

· The OMMP follows all Department of Human Services policies on the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). HIPAA uses terms such as "identified data" and "de-identified" or "non-identifying data." "Identified data" means data that can specifically identify individuals, such as name or date of birth. "De-identified" or "non-identifying data" means data that protects the identity of specific individuals. For example, a count of the number of patients currently registered with the OMMP does not allow the identification of specific individuals.

· When asked for information by newspaper or TV reporters, for example, the OMMP gives out only counts--not names, addresses, dates of birth, or other "identifying" information. In giving out counts, the OMMP combines small numbers. For example, if a county has fewer than 50 OMMP patients, the OMMP will combine the actual number of patients from that county with one or more other counties that have fewer than 50 patients. The OMMP then gives out a "combined" count of patients for several counties. This protects the actual identity of patients who may live in less-populated areas of the State.

· The OMMP will disclose patient information to others only at the specific, written request of the patient. 

INSTRUCTIONS

Application Form - Page 1

Part A - Applicant Information 

· Complete all of Part A. 

· You must provide a clear, legible copy of your current Oregon photo ID card to show that you are an Oregon resident. 

· If the information or expiration date on the front of your ID is not current, please copy of the back of the card if the back shows that it is current. 

Part B - Designated Primary Caregiver
A designated primary caregiver is a person age 18 or older who has significant responsibility for your care (your physician cannot be your designated primary caregiver). 

· Part B of the application allows you to designate a primary caregiver. You do not have to designate a primary caregiver unless you are under age 18. 

· If you choose to list a primary caregiver, that person must provide a copy of his or her current photo ID, as well as his or her date of birth, address, and phone number. 

· There is no additional fee for a primary caregiver registry identification card. 

· If you remove your caregiver, it is your responsibility to tell the caregiver that they are no longer protected from state civil and criminal penalties. 

Part C - Marijuana Grow Site 

· You must identify the grow site address for your medical marijuana. This information is required under Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 333-008-0020(1)(b). 

· You may only list one (1) grow site address. The property must be under the control of the patient or the designated primary caregiver. 

· You may provide the physical address where your medical marijuana will be grown or the address where you would most likely grow your medical marijuana. 

· A PO Box is not acceptable for a grow site address. 

Part D - Registration Fees 

· The fee for a NEW application is $100 or $20 if you are on the Oregon Health Plan (OHP) or if you are receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) monthly benefits. 

· The fee for a RENEWAL application is $100 or $20 if you are on the Oregon Health Plan or if you are receiving Supplemental Security Income monthly benefits. 

· See the back page of the application forms and OAR 333-008-0020 for OHP or SSI eligibility requirements. 

· Please make your check or money order out to "OMMP". Do not send cash. 

Part E - Signature & Date 

· Part E requires you to sign your name and date the application form. The form must be signed and dated by the applicant, not the caregiver. 

· If a proxy is signing the application for you, please note this on your application. 



Attending Physician's Statement - Page 2

Part A - Patient Information 

· Clearly print the patient's full name, address, telephone number and date of birth. 

Part B - Physician Name and Address 

· Clearly print the physician's name, mailing address and telephone number. 

Part C - Physician's Statement
The physician signing your OMMP documentation must be a Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) currently licensed to practice medicine in Oregon under Oregon Revised Statute Chapter 677. He or she must meet the definition of an "attending physician" (OAR 333-008-0010(1)).

· The physician must complete this section by checking the boxes to indicate your qualifying debilitating medical condition. 

· The physician must sign and date the form. The date must be current within 3 months of the date of your application or card expiration.

As an alternative to the Attending Physician's Statement, you may submit signed, dated, valid, written documentation from your physician. This documentation can be in the form of a signed and dated copy of your medical records or a signed and dated letter and must state:

· You are his or her patient; 

· You have been diagnosed with a debilitating medical condition covered by the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act; and 

· (For a new application) the medical use of marijuana may mitigate the symptoms or effects of your condition. 

· This documentation must also be current within 3 months of the date of your application or card expiration.

If you are a minor...  If the applicant is under age 18, the parent or guardian must complete the Declaration of Person Responsible for a Minor form and complete Part B of the Application Form as a primary caregiver. The Declaration of Person Responsible for a Minor form is available from the OMMP office. This form must be notarized.



All information on your application will be verified by the OMMP.

---  How can I help implement OMMA?  ---

As an Individual …

· As a Patient - remember YOU represent the cause; Don't flaunt your medical marijuana usage.  While you should feel free to talk openly about the therapeutic benefits of cannabis for yourself - and proudly display your banners, which give you an opportunity to educate - you should also be considerate and always discrete in obtaining and consuming your medicine.  Medicating should be personal and you should handle it as you would any other medicine.  This especially includes educating family and friends, most notably children.  Situations where people may mistakenly consume (ie- unmarked brownies) or otherwise be affected by some aspect (ie- second-hand smoke) must be expected and proactively managed.  See Caregiver/Patient Guidelines, above.

· As a Patient/Caregiver - tell everyone your anecdotal experience (what happen to your own body, or that of someone you cared for, in your own words) when medical marijuana was utilized as opposed to other drugs. Help educate your circle of support about OMMA and the medical properties of marijuana and in general.  

· As a Concerned Citizen - Educate yourself fully and ACT.  Research, network, follow up and learn as much as you can so you can effectively share the information with others that think they are opposed.  Stay in the loop and be aware of legislative, organizational or business activities that may effect yourself and/or those you care about.  Constantly write to legislators, media, businesses and organizations and let them know the good news.

Monitoring the Program.

Organized efforts;  joining us -or- forming your own (individual -or- MERCY affiliate) 

And, other Organizations to consider … > see list below.

· Join a local group of patients and caregivers.  By keeping in the loop, you’ll be apprised of the latest developments in the field and alert you when a vote is scheduled and the need is crucial for a letter to your state or federal elected officials.  You'll be informed of state and regional events where you can meet other advocates and help shape reform efforts. 

 Members and associates are needed to carry out these efforts: 

· Speaking before public interest and community groups. 

· Postering and passing out flyers.

· Staffing information tables at public events and concerts.

· Letter-writing campaigns and phone trees.

· Producing benefit concerts - including musicians, nightclub managers, owners, booking agents and technical workers.

· Donating money, goods or services, e.g. photocopying, printing and design work.

· Launching a particular project for which you need the help of other volunteers and/or an organizations authorization to act in its name.

The contacts listed are a few of the activists and groups dedicated to the implementation of OMMA and welcome inquiries from those with questions or issues.  They provide one or more of the following services:  Doctor Referrals and Patient Networks; either a caregiver (how to grow) or related Organization formed to help patients get their medicine. They may have Doctor referrals or help on filling out forms as well as contact with current Patients. Caveat emptor! Each has it's own rules and regulations, please study & research thoroughly before committing resources.

Note: Orgeon Law was amended by Oregon Senate Bill 1085. Some changes have been made that supercede the information here. See Mothers Against Misuse and Abuse for more updated info.
I. Introduction


The role of the Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services is to administer the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act as approved by the voters of Oregon State and to make the registration process work smoothly and efficiently for qualified patients. 

 

Review the Oregon Department of Health Services (DHS) website here, or for additional questions concerning the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP), Contact DHS/OMMP at: 

Phone: (503) 731-4002 Ext. 233 
E-mail: OMMP.QA@state.or.us 
FAX: (503) 872-6822 
Post Office: DHS/OMMP, PO Box 14450, Portland, OR 97293-0450

 

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act was passed by Oregon voters on November 3, 1998, and went into effect on December 3, 1998. The Oregon Health Services was given the responsibility of developing a registration system for patients and caregivers by May 1, 1999.

On May 21, 1999, the first registration cards were issued. Since that date, more than 900 registration cards have been issued to 600 patients and their caregivers. More than 300 physicians are participating in the program. These physicians are Medical Doctors and Doctors of Osteopathy who are in private or group practice, or are in large Health Maintenance Organizations such as Kaiser Permanente. The program operates statewide, with registered patients from every county in Oregon.

All patient and physician names and records are maintained in confidential files and a database. However, as outlined in the Act, state and local law enforcement may contact the Health Services to verify if a person is registered with the program. Law enforcement personnel must provide a specific name or address, and the Health Services may verify if the person is registered, or has an application pending.

In addition to administering the registration system, the Health Services was charged with accepting petitions to add conditions to the list of qualifying conditions/symptoms covered in the original Act. During the past year, the Division received petitions to add anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, adult attention-deficit disorder, sleep disorder, and post-traumatic stress disorder to the list of qualifying conditions. A panel of physicians, nurses, and patient advocates held meetings to consider these conditions, and have made recommendations to the State Health Officer, Dr. Grant Higginson. He will likely decide which, if any, conditions to add by the end of May.

There are still some barriers to participation in the program. The program did not receive any general funds during the last legislative budget session, so it is entirely supported by patient fees of $150 per application. This presents a financial hardship to many patients who are too ill to work. Some doctors are still reluctant to allow their patients to participate, fearing federal reprisals. Some patients are unable to grow medical marijuana at their homes, or find a caregiver to grow for them.

However, on balance, the program is working better than either the proponents, or the opponents, anticipated. With larger-than-expected patient registration and physician participation, and with no wide-scale criminal abuses, it would be safe to deem the program quite successful to date. Other states (and Canada) have requested information on Oregon's program to use as a model for their own initiatives and registration systems. The Health Services receives regular feedback from patients who tell us that the program is working well for them.

II. Becoming A Patient

A. How to register as a medical marijuana patient with the state of Oregon

The OMMP will review your application to make sure it is complete and all parts are current. If your application is complete, you will get a "complete letter" from the OMMP letting you know your registry identification card will be issued within 30 days after the OMMP receives verification from your attending physician. On the same day the OMMP sends you a "complete letter," we mail a "verification letter" to your attending physician. 

The purpose of this letter is to verify that you are a patient of this physician, and for a new application, that you are affected by a debilitating medical condition covered by the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act, and that medical marijuana may reduce the symptoms of your condition. If you are renewing your application, the verification letter to your attending physician is to verify that you are his or her patient.

If you don't send in all the required parts of your application, the OMMP will send you an "incomplete letter" telling you what parts of your application are missing. The incomplete letter gives you 14 days from the dates of the letter to get the missing parts to the OMMP and tells you the terms under which your application may be denied. When you get all missing parts of you application to the OMMP, you will be sent a "complete letter" and the OMMP will verify your status with your attending physician.

If an OMMP patient is physically unable to sign and date the application, the patient may have someone else sign and date the application (by proxy) as long as the individual signing the OMMP application identifies him or herself as the patient's proxy next to his or her signature on the application. 

B. Registration Fee

The fee for a NEW application is $150.00 OR $50.00 if you are on the Oregon Health Plan (OHP) or if you are receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) monthly benefits. SSI is not the same as Social Security Disability. The Application fee cannot be waived. Partial payments cannot be accepted. Credit card payments are not accepted. The fee must be paid in full with each new or renewal application. Make your check or money order payable to OMMP. You may pay in person at the State Office Building cashier's office in Portland. 

The fee for a RENEWAL application is $100.00 or $50.00 if you are on the OHP or if you are receiving SSI monthly benefits. SSI is not the same as SSD.

The Oregon Health Plan (OHP) means the medical assistance program administered by the Department under ORS chapter 414. Eligibility in the Oregon Health Plan is demonstrated by providing a current, valid eligibility determination statement from the Department's OFFICE OF Medical Assistance Programs. To qualify for a reduced fee, a copy of the patient's current eligibility statement must be provided at the time the patient submits an application. The Department will verify the patient's Oregon Health Plan eligibility with the Office of Medical Assistance Programs.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) means the monthly benefit assistance program administered by the federal government for persons who are age 65 or older, or blind, or disabled and who have limited income and financial resources. Eligibility for Supplemental Security Income is demonstrated by providing a copy of a receipt of a current monthly benefit. To qualify for a reduced fee, a copy of a receipt of a current Supplemental Security Income monthly benefit must be provided at the time the patient submits an application. The Department will verify the patient's current Supplemental Security Income receipt of monthly benefits through the department of with the Social Security Administration. See Oregon Administrative rule 333-008-0020.

C. Eligible medical conditions

"Debilitating medical condition" means: 

a. Cancer, glaucoma, positive tatus for human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immune deficiency syndrome, or treatment for these conditions; 

b. A medical condition or treatment for a medical condition that produces, for a specific patient, one or more of the following: 

i. Cachexia; 

ii. Severe pain; 

iii. Severe nausea; 

iv. Seizures, including but not limited to seizures caused by epilepsy; or 

v. Persistent muscle spasms, including but not limited to spasms caused by multiple sclerosis; or 

c. Any other medical condition or treatment for a medical condition adopted by the department by rule or approved by the department pursuant to a petition submitted pursuant to ORS 475.334. 

D. Written Certification must be provided to prove eligibility

According to the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (Section 4(2)(a)), or OAR 333-008-0020(1)(a), a physician must state in writing that the patient has a qualifying debilitating medical condition and that medical marijuana may mitigate the symptoms or effects of that condition. The OMMP accepts medical records as long as they clearly state the physician is aware that medical marijuana is being used as a treatment and he or she believes the patient may benefit from the use of medical marijuana. The physician must sign and date the relevant portions of medical records you send to the OMMP. The OMMP contacts each physician during the application process to verify the patient is under the physician's care. A signed and dated "Attending Physician's Statement," copies of chart notes or medical records must be current within 3 months of the date of a person's new or renewal application.

Because the federal government classifies marijuana as a Schedule I drug, which means that licensed medical practitioners cannot prescribe it. Your physician can only "recommend" the use of medical marijuana. 

E. Finding a Doctor

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act states that an "attending physician" means a physician licensed under ORS chapter 677 (OAR 333-008-0010(1)). MDs and DOs are the physicians licensed under this chapter. The law also specifies that the physician must be licensed in Oregon. The OMMP verifies with the Board of Medical examiners that each patient's attending physician has a valid license to practice medicine in Oregon and has no disqualifying restrictions. You must have a qualifying debilitating medical condition as listed on the Attending Physician's Statement. You must have an established patient/physician relationship with your "attending physician." Naturopaths, chiropractors, and nurse practitioners cannot sign the documentation.

The Oregon DHS states on it's website that "The OMMP cannot refer you to a physician. The OMMP does not have a physician referral list." The names of physicians who have submitted forms, letters, or chart notes for their patients are confidential.

F. Renewal Applications

A renewal application does not require a statement from a physician regarding the use of medical marijuana; however, a renewal does require the patient to demonstrate that his or her debilitating medical condition continues. You can submit a copy of relevant portions of your medical records made by your physician within 3 months of your application date. The records must be signed and dated by the physician. The OMMP urges patients to works closely with their attending physicians throughout the application process.

G. Age Limits

Registered caregivers must be 18 or older. Patients under age 18 must have the consent of their parent or guardian responsible for medical decisions. The parent or guardian must the registered caregiver of the minor patient.

 

H. Personal Records

Oregon DHS strongly urges all OMMP patients to keep copies of everything you send to the OMMP at any time now or in the future. For example, the copy of your application is your proof of protection until you are issued a registry identification card.

III. Limitations and Protections under the Initiative
A. Possession and Growing Limitations

Under ORS § 475.306, A person who possesses a registry identification card issued pursuant to the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (ORS § 475.309), may engage in, and a designated primary caregiver of such a person may assist in, the medical use of marijuana only as justified to mitigate the symptoms or effects of the person's debilitating medical condition. A registry identification cardholder and that person's designated primary caregiver may not collectively possess, deliver, or produce more than the following: 

a. A patient may store (possess) up to 24 ounces of dried plant material. Patients can give marijuana to other patients, but they cannot legally buy it or sell it to anyone. 

b. Each patient may have 18 plants under 12 inches in any direction, with no buds or flowers, and 6 plants over 12 inches high, or 12 inches wide, or in bloom. 

If medical marijuana patients possess, deliver or produce marijuana in excess of the amounts allowed, such individuals are not excepted from the criminal laws of Oregon but may establish an affirmative defense to such charges, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the greater amount is medically necessary to mitigate the symptoms or effects of the person's debilitating medical condition.

The Department of Human Services shall define by rule when a marijuana plant is mature and when it is immature for purposes of this section. [1999 c.4 §7]

B. Consumption of Medical Marijuana

Presuming you are registered with the state patient registry and carrying your registry identification card, you may consume medical marijuana on your property or elsewhere.

However, the law does not permit any person to operate, navigate, or be in actual physical control of any motor vehicle, aircraft, or motorboat while under the influence of marijuana. Nor does the law allow the smoking of marijuana in a school bus or other form of public transportation; on any school grounds, in any correctional facility; or at any public park, public beach, public recreation center, or youth center.

Assuming you are registered with the state patient registry and carrying your registry identification card, the law does not specifically prohibit the use of medical marijuana in a nursing home, assisted living facility, or a retirement home. However, the facility or home may have prohibitions. Therefore, you must verify with the facility if using medical marijuana is permitted and under what circumstance or conditions.

C. Paraphernalia associated with medical use

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act does not discuss the issue of asserting medical use of "paraphernalia relating to the consumption of marijuana." However, ASA feels that paraphernalia related to medical marijuana use is inherently protected under the OMMA as such paraphernalia is necessitated by medical marijuana use. 

D. Access to Medical Marijuana

There is no place in the State of Oregon to legally purchase medical marijuana. Qualified medical marijuana patients cannot go to a pharmacy to fill a prescription for medical marijuana. Pharmacies can only dispense medications that are prescribed. Marijuana is currently classified by the federal government as a Schedule I drug, which means it cannot be prescribed by any health care professional. The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act only allows doctors to recommend medical marijuana. The Act allows patients or their caregivers to grow medical marijuana for the patient's private use but makes no provisions for a supply or source. The OMMP cannot supply you with seeds or starter plants, or give you advice on how to grow medical marijuana.

OAR 333-008-0020(1)(b) requires the patient to provide the OMMP with the address where his or her marijuana will be manufactured or produced - that is, a "grow site" address. The OMMP is aware that some patients do not plan to grow their medical marijuana and at the time of making a new or renewal application, may not yet have a designated primary caregiver and/or may not be certain where their grow site will be.

For this requirement, the OMMP offers patients two options. First, the patient knows the physical address where his or her medical marijuana will be grown and provides this address to the OMMP on the application form. Second, the patient is not certain where his or her medical marijuana will be grown and provides the physical address where the medical marijuana will most likely be grown. A PO Box is not permitted as a grow site address.

You and your caregiver are not protected from criminal laws if: 

1. your grow site address in not registered with the OMMP; 

2. you provide the OMMP with incorrect grow site address information; or 

3. you fail to inform the OMMP of any change in grow site information within 30 days of any such change (ORS 475.316). 

There is a section on the back of the application forms for you to list the names and dates of birth of another person who may be at the grow site, other than the patient and/or the designated primary caregiver. The OMMP will include this information in the patient's file and will verify these other names with law enforcement personnel only if an officer asks about a specific name(s) of a person who may be at a grow site. You are not required to list the names and dates of birth of other persons who may be at the grow site; this information is optional. OTHER PERSONS WHO MAY BE AT THE GROW SITE ARE NOT PROTECTED FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PENALTIES! 

E. Growing Cooperatives

The law does not address the issues of whether or not patients can form growing cooperatives. The Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services recommends that you consult with your local law enforcement officer or an attorney. However ASA feels that the responsibility of implementation of Oregon's medical marijuana law rests with the Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services, and as such, ASA recommends against patients and caregivers consulting with law enforcement. 

Instead, it is the position of Americans for Safe Access that pressure should be put on the Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services to allow for collective and cooperative operations.

F. Caregivers

The OMMP cannot find a designated primary caregiver for you. The OMMP does not keep a referral list of persons who want to be caregivers for patients. (You are not required to list a caregiver unless you are less than 18 years old.) Your caregiver cannot be your physician.

If you decide to change your caregiver, it is your responsibility to notify him or her that he or she is no onger protected under the law. The OMMP does not communicate directly with caregivers. The OMMP will only speak directly with the patient. All written requests to release information must be signed and dated by the patient. The OMMP will not accept written or verbal requests for information from your caregiver or any other person without your permission.

G. Housing

The Oregon DHS website states that: "It is up to you to decide whether or not to tell your landlord that you are a patient in the OMMP." Nothing in the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act (OMMA) specifically addresses whether or not you can be evicted because you are a patient in the OMMP, even if you have only the amount of medical marijuana allowed by law. Nothing in the OMMA specifically addresses whether or not a person can be an OMMP patient and live in subsidized housing. If you have questions about these important issues, the OMMP recommends you talk to an attorney to learn about your rights and protections.

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act does not address the issue of whether or not patients who live within 1000 feet of a school, AKA a "drug free zone" can still grow and/or possess medical marijuana there. For questions about laws other than the OMMA, the Oregon Department of Health Services recommends you to contact your local law enforcement agency for guidance.

Patients are required to tell the OMMP in writing of any changes to their mailing address, addition or removal of a designated primary caregiver, or change of grow site address, within 30 days of the change. The OMMP does not accept changes of information over the telephone. The OMMP only accepts written changes about the patient's address, designated primary caregiver, or grow site from the registered patient. You may send your changes to the OMMP by mail, by fax, or in person. At this time, if you make a change after your registry identification card has been issued, the OMMP will not issues a new card to you. You will get written confirmation from the OMMP that the change was received. Your changes will be made in our computer database and will be put in your file. You will be protected from civil and criminal penalties for these changes.

H. Employment

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act states that employers are not required to accommodate employees who use medical marijuana. It is up to you to decide whether or not to tell your employer that you are a patient in the OMMP. The OMMP has heard that several employers treat medical marijuana like any prescription drug that might impair ability; however, this is not true in all situations. A patient may contact the OMMP in writing to ask the Program to release information about the patient's registration to an employer. 

I. Reciprocity

Oregon Residents: At this time, the OMMP is not aware of any "reciprocity" agreements with any other states to honor the Oregon law. This includes even those states that currently have medical marijuana laws of their own.

However, in Montana, medical marijuana patients from other states who are valid medical marijuana patients under that state's law are protected under Section 4(8) of the Montana Medical Marijuana Act [Sec. 50-46-201(8), MCA]. A registry identification card or its equivalent issued by another state government to permit the medical use of marijuana by a qualifying patient or to permit a person to assist with a qualifying patient's medical use of marijuana has the same force and effect as a registry identification card issued by the Department of Public Health and Human Services in Montana. Therefore, medical marijuana patients from Oregon should be protected in Montana under Montana state law. See the Montana Patients Guide for details on the protections and limitations that Montana state law affords medical marijuana patients.

Additionally, in Rhode Island, The Edward O. Hawkins and Thomas C. Slater Medical Marijuana Act (MMA) protects patients and primary caregivers from outside Rhode Island who have a state issued medical marijuana ID card, or its equivalent. The MMA states, “A registry identification card, or its equivalent, issued under the laws of another state, U.S. territory, or the District of Columbia to permit the medical use of marijuana by a qualifying patient, or to permit a person to assist with a qualifying patient's medical use of marijuana, shall have the same force and effect as a registry identification card issued by the department.” Therefore, medical marijuana patients from the other medical marijuana states that have state issued cards should be protected in the state of Rhode Island. See the Rhode Island Patients Guide for more information.

In states with no medical marijuana program, marijuana use, regardless of a doctor's recommendation, is illegal. You may be arrested and charged with civil or criminal offenses in those states.

J. Law Enforcement

The OMMP enforces the registration process by making sure applications are complete before issuing a registry identification card, denying incomplete or fraudulent applications, and suspending cards if persons commit violations of the OMMA. The OMMP verifies the names and addresses of patients, caregivers, and grow sites with local and state law enforcement personnel if they call the OMMP requesting such information.

Local and state law enforcement agencies enforce the OMMA around the State through checking to see if patients or caregivers possess or are growing the amount of medical marijuana allowed by law. Local and state law enforcement personnel may take any action they believe is necessary to enforce the criminal laws of the State, including violations of the OMMA. Local and state law enforcement actions may vary from county-to-county and district-to-district. The OMMP has no authority to direct the activities of local and states law enforcement agencies. 

K. Confidentiality

The OMMP works from a locked and secure office. The OMMP keeps all computer and paper files locked and secure when not in use. OMMP staff tells officers from state or local law enforcement agencies "yes" or "no" when asked: 

1. if a specific person has a valid registry identification card; 

2. if a specific person is a caregiver of a patient; 

3. if a specific person has a pending application, or 

4. if a specific address is a registered "grow site." 

This "yes" or "no" practice is called "verification", because we only verify specific question asked us. 

OMMP staff does not give out other information to law enforcement. For example, if an OMMP staff member is asked by an officer to give out the name of a patient's designate primary caregiver, the staff member tells the officer that such information is confidential and can only be verified if OMMP staff is given specific information (name or address) to verify.

The OMMP follows all Department of Human Services policies on the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). HIPAA uses terms such as "identified data" and "de-identified" or "non-identifying data." "Identified data" means data that can specifically identify individuals, such as name or date of birth. "De-identified" or "non-identifying data" means data that protects the identity of specific individuals. For example, a count of the number of patients currently registered with the OMMP does not allow the identification of specific individuals.

When asked for information by newspaper or TV reporters, for example, the OMMP gives out only counts - not names, addresses, dates of birth, or other "identifying" information. In giving out counts, the OMMP combines small numbers. For example, if a county has fewer than 50 OMMP patients, the OMMP will combine the actual number of patients from that county with one or more other counties that have fewer than 50 patients. The OMMP then gives out a "combined" count of patients for several counties. This protects the actual identify of patients who may live in less-populated areas of the State. 

The OMMP will disclose patient information to others only at the specific, written request of the patient.

L. Insurance

The law specifically excludes government and private insurance entities from being required to cover any costs associated with medical marijuana.
Source, Visit - http://safeaccessnow.org/article.php?id=1939
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