	[image: image1.png]‘MERGY = NEYS





	Bill For Federal Medical Cannabis Is In The House

	Legislation Introduced by Representative Ron Paul

Washington, DC: Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX) has introduced H.R. 5842, the “Medical Marijuana Patient Protection Act,” in the United States Congress, House of Representatives.  This bill would make federal authorities respect states' current laws on medicinal cannabis and end DEA raids on facilities distributing medical marijuana legally under state law.

Representative Paul, whose presidential campaign prominently featured the ending of the drug war as a platform plank, was joined by Reps. Barney Frank (D-MA), Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), Maurice Hinchey (D-NY), and Sam Farr (D-CA) in co-sponsoring this bill.

“I think marijuana is a helpful medical treatment for the people who have intractable nausea,” Paul said in a 2004 House debate regarding a similar measure.  “I would like to point out this is not 
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And Vote Smart!  Visit NORMLs Campaign 2008 web page – 

www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6966 

- and Spread the Words!
	Join The Campaign Medical Cannabis For PTSD For Veterans

Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is a psychiatric illness that can occur following a traumatic event in which there was threat of injury or death to you or someone else.  PTSD may occur soon after a major trauma, or can be delayed for more than six months after the event. When it occurs soon after the trauma it usually resolves after three months, but some people experience a longer-term form of the condition, which can last for many years.

Request to Add Conditions Made.  MERCY has received a number of contacts concerning adding PTSD to the list of Qualifying Conditions and has determined to join the effort currently in progress.  There has always been a number of individuals who have had traumatic experiences as civilians as well as veterans contacting MERCY about their condition and what can be done about it.  Now with an upsurge of Iraq war veterans joining the 
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The MERCY News Report is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit project to record and broadcast news, announcements and information about medical cannabis.
For more information about the MERCY News, contact us.
Snail Mail:

The MERCY News

P.O. Box 1111,

Cornelius, Ore., 97113

503.363-4588
E-mail:

Mercy_Salem@hotmail.com

our WWW page:

www.MercyCenters.org

Check it out!

___________________________

The MERCY News Report is produced by virtue of the expense and energy of the members and staff of MERCY, the
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	About MERCY 

MERCY is a not-for-profit, grass roots organization founded by patients, their friends and family and other compassionate and concerned citizens in the area and is dedicated to helping and advocating for those involved with the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP). MERCY is based in the Salem, Oregon area and staffed on a volunteer basis.

The purpose is to get medicine to patients in the short-term while working with them to establish their own independent sources. To this end we provide, among other things, ongoing education to people and groups organizing clinics and other Patinet Resources, individual physicians and other healthcare providers about the OMMP, cannabis as medicine and doctor rights in general. 

The mission of the organization is to help people and change the laws.   We advocate reasonable, fair and effective marijuana laws and policies, and strive to educate, register and empower voters to implement such policies.   Our philosophy is one of teaching people to fish, rather than being dependent upon others.  Lasting change will require that each citizen be active enough to register and effectively vote.  You, and only you, the people, can make it happen.   We will help in any way we can, but you have to tell us what you need.   Work with us to make this your "tool shed", or resource guide, to successful medical cannabis utilization and activism.

Meetings and Meet-Ups

Networks and Meet-Ups; Patients in the ‘Hood.  To update folks with current status and action items surrounding the issues affecting the medical cannabis community as well as registering voters, distributing literature and networking ideas. One of the missions of MERCY is to establish regular get-togethers in each community where there are (or will be!) medical cannabis patients.  

The purpose is to get patients networking and self-sufficient within their neighborhoods, assist those seeking information about the MMP and pass on (or pick up!) action items of interest to the group.  Regular meetings are being established around the state and MERCY will continue to help make them happen and network folks to them.  

The goal of the meetings s/be to service: 
*  People seeking to join the MMP or public wanting general info, usually for a friend or family member.  

* Patients and CareGivers wanting to network. This is being planned in conjunction with other meetings and other lines of communication for the OOMPAH. (add link to meeting network and bulletin boards) 
*  Activists exchanging information and resources.

Please help us help the sick and dying, For more info  or If you have any information or ideas, Places to Meet or other Resources for Oregon, please let us know. Contact MERCY - the Medical Cannabis Resource Center by phone: 503.363-4588 or email: info@mercycenters.org  
< continued next page >
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Current EVENTs

* Every Wednesday, 7:00pm to 9:00pm * Patient MeetUp hosted by MERCY at Coffeehouse Cafe in Salem.  Located at 135 Liberty St. NE Salem, Oregon, 97301, their phone number is 503-371-6768  and they are letting us meet in the “Green Room”.  
* every last Thursday of the Month, 7:00pm to 9:00pm * TV Show filming and Patient MeetUp hosted by MERCY-TV at CCTV in Salem, at Capital Community Television,  585 Liberty St SE, Salem, Oregon, 97301 – Monthly Filming and Meeting  * call:  503.363-4588  or visit - http://mercycenters.org/tv/  - for more
* Every 1st Monday of the month, 7pm  (except September, no meet) * Medical Cannabis Network opportunity in Sweet Home.  Public Meet Up of Sweet.Net, a Medical Cannabis Resource NetWork for Patients as well as CardHolders-to-be.  In Sweet Home (OR) * A Meet Up has been arranged by MERCY associate Dorothy Westofkansas at the American Legion Building, 1127 Long Street, Sweet Home, Oregon, 97386 starting at 7pm.  The purpose is to establish a regular networking of Patients, Caregivers and Interested Parties in the area.
For more info about Meetings and Meet-Ups,  call MERCY at:  503.363-4588  –or- visit:  

http://www.mercycenters.org/
___________________________

MERCY on the Tube

Mercy TV is shown on cable in the Salem, Oregon area thru Capital Community Television, Channel 23.   See it TUE @ 10:30pm, THU @ 2:00pm, FRI @ 11:30am -or- SAT @ 8:30pm.   
___________________________________

<continued from “LEGISLATION”, pg 1> something strange that we are suggesting here. For the first 163 years of our history in this country, the federal government had total hands off, they never interfered with what the states were doing.”

Twelve states have approved the use of medical marijuana, beginning with California in 1996 with the passage of Proposition 215.   Since then Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont and Washington state have joined the list.  
	Visit - http://norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=3391 - for more on Active State Medical Marijuana Programs.

Despite overwhelming public support for medical cannabis, the DEA continues to raid and harass medicinal cannabis dispensaries operating within these states' laws.  Presidential candidates Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama have both indicated they would end such raids should they be elected.

Register, Vote and Get Everybody You Know to Do So Also.  And Vote Smart!  For example, Query every candidate running for office - from local dog-catcher to presidential contender - on how they would vote on this bill.
Visit NORMLs Campaign 2008 web page - http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6966 - and Spread The Words!  For more information, contact NORML Legal Director Keith Stroup at (202) 483-5500. Supporters can write their Representatives in favor of this bill at: 
http://capwiz.com/norml2/issues/alert/?alertid=11280351&type=CO
Nancy Pelosi Tells Users At Digg.Com To Push For Medical Marijuana

Speaker Nancy Pelosi answered questions  yesterday submitted via the popular social news Web site, Digg.com .  Digg user adroit asked Pelosi, "[a]s a taxable resource, what stops marijuana from being legalized, for medicinal or recreational purposes, throughout the country?"

"I myself have supported medicinal use of marijuana over and over again . there just isn't enough support for it," said Speaker Pelosi.  She then called on the public to help raise awareness about the issue, saying, "We need people's help to be in touch with their members of Congress to say why [medical marijuana] should be the case."

Why not take the speaker's words to heart and send a letter to your member of Congress right now?  You can take action in less than a minute at MPP's online action center at - http://www.mpp.org/federal-action/.  Visit – 

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/08/27/digg.dialogg/
- and - http://digg.com/dialogg/Nancy_Pelosi_1 - For more on Digg and the interview.
Communicating with Elected Officials.  Visit - http://capwiz.com/norml2/issues/basics/?style=comm - for more.

< continued next page >
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	< continued from previous page > Tips On Telephoning Your Elected Representatives.  To find your US (federal)  senators' and representative's phone numbers, you can use the NORML searchable online congressional directory at - http://capwiz.com/norml2/directory/congdir.tt - or call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202)224-3121 and ask for your senators' and/or representative's office.   Remember that telephone calls are usually taken by a staff member, not the member of Congress. Ask to speak with the aide who handles the issue about which you wish to comment.

After identifying yourself, tell the aide you would like to leave a brief message, such as: "Please tell Senator/Representative (Name) that I support/oppose (S.___/H.R.___)."

You will also want to state reasons for your support or opposition to the bill. Ask for your senators' or representative's position on the bill. You may also request a written response to your telephone call.

Tips On Writing Congress.  The letter is the most popular choice of communication with a congressional office. If you decide to write a letter, this list of helpful suggestions will improve the effectiveness of the letter:

Your purpose for writing should be stated in the first paragraph of the letter. If your letter pertains to a specific piece of legislation, identify it accordingly, e.g., House bill: H. R. ____, Senate bill: S.____. 

Be courteous, to the point, and include key information, using examples to support your position. 

Address only one issue in each letter; and, if possible, keep the letter to one page. 

Addressing Correspondence:

___________________________
To a Senator:

The Honorable (full name)

__(Rm.#)__(name of)Senate Office Building

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator: 

___________________________
To a Representative:

The Honorable (full name)

__(Rm.#)__(name of)House Office Building

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative: 
	Note: When writing to the Chair of a Committee or the Speaker of the House, it is proper to address them as:

Dear Mr. Chairman or Madam Chairwoman: 

Dear Madam Speaker or Mr. Speaker:

Tips On E-mailing Congress.  Generally, the same guidelines apply as with writing letters to Congress. You may find and e-mail your senators and representative directly from this Web site - http://capwiz.com/norml2/issues/basics/?style=comm
Visiting Capitol Hill

Meeting with a member of Congress or congressional staff is a very effective way to convey a message about a specific legislative issue. Below are some suggestions to consider when planning a visit to a congressional office 

Plan Your Visit Carefully:  Be clear about what it is you want to achieve; determine in advance which member or committee staff you need to meet with to achieve your purpose.

Make an Appointment:  When attempting to meet with a member, contact the Appointment Secretary/Scheduler. Explain your purpose and who you represent. It is easier for congressional staff to arrange a meeting if they know what you wish to discuss and your relationship to the area or interests represented by the member.

Be Prompt and Patient:  When it is time to meet with a member, be punctual and be patient. It is not uncommon for a Congressman or Congresswoman to be late, or to have a meeting interrupted, due to the member's crowded schedule. If interruptions do occur, be flexible. When the opportunity presents itself, continue your meeting with a member's staff.

Be Prepared:  Whenever possible, bring to the meeting information and materials supporting your position. Members are required to take positions on many different issues. In some instances, a member may lack important details about the pros and cons of a particular matter. It is therefore helpful to share with the member information and examples that demonstrate clearly the impact or benefits associated with a particular issue or piece of legislation.

Be Political:  Members of Congress want to represent the best interests of their district or state. Wherever possible, demonstrate the connection between what you are requesting and the interests 

< continued next page >
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	< continued from previous page > of the member's constituency. If possible, describe for the member how you or your group can be of assistance to him/her. Where it is appropriate, remember to ask for a commitment.

Be Responsive:  Be prepared to answer questions or provide additional information, in the event the member expresses interest or asks questions. Follow up the meeting with a thank you letter that outlines the different points covered during the meeting, and send along any additional information and materials requested.

Maine Needs Your Help!

While national politics play out, NORML seeks your financial assistance in passing an important statewide initiative.
Maine is a state that technically legalized the medical use of marijuana in 1999 by approval of a voter initiative. But the reality is that this law is seriously flawed, and as a result, patients still face significant and unnecessary legal hurdles. Now there is a renewed effort, coordinated by the Maine Citizens for Patients Rights, to qualify a new voter initiative that would make the following improvements in the law: 

1. It directs the Department of Health and Human Services to issue registry identification cards to patients who qualify to possess marijuana for medical use and to their designated primary caregivers. 

2. It allows the establishment of nonprofit dispensaries to provide marijuana to qualifying patients and directs the Department of Health and Human Services to issue a registration certificate to a nonprofit dispensary that meets certain criteria. 

3. It expands the list of medical conditions for which the medical use of marijuana is permitted. 

4. It directs the Department of Health and Human Services to establish application and renewal fees sufficient to pay the expenses of implementing and administering the provisions of the initiated bill.

For more details of the proposed amendments to the medical use law, please see their web site at - http://www.mainepatientsrights.org/ 

Under Maine law, the proponents of the voter initiative have twelve months to collect the required number of signatures, and assuming they meet this deadline, this initiative will appear on the ballot in Maine in November 2009.


	NORML had made a commitment to try to raise $20,000 for this new Maine effort. Please help NORML support this effort by making a contribution today to the NORML Foundation, designating it for the medical use voter initiative in Maine. A modest investment today can assure this measure qualifies for the ballot, and current polling indicates strong public support for the proposal when it reaches the voters in November of 2009.

Please take a moment, visit - http://norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=7686  - and make your contribution to the new Maine medical use initiative. 

Thanks in advance for your consideration and support.

Regards,

Keith Stroup, Esq.

NORML Legal Counsel

___________________________________
Michigan Medical Marijuana Initiative Certified For November Ballot
Lansing, MI, USA: State election officials this week approved a measure for the November 2008 electoral ballot that seeks to legalize the possession and use of cannabis for qualified patients.

Sponsored by the Michigan Coalition for Compassionate Care, the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act would amend state law to allow authorized patients to use cannabis therapeutically under a doctor’s supervision. Backers of the plan gathered over 300,000 signatures from Michigan voters to place the measure on the upcoming ballot.

Under Michigan law, state lawmakers may preemptively enact the measure, but are unlikely to do so.  Since 2004, five Michigan cities – Ann Arbor, Detroit, Ferndale, Flint, and Traverse City – have each enacted municipal initiatives endorsing the medical use of marijuana.

If enacted by the voters, Michigan will become the thirteenth state since 1996 to authorize the legal use of medical cannabis, and the ninth state to do so by voter initiative.

For more information, please visit the Michigan Coalition for Compassionate Care at: http://stoparrestingpatients.org.   Visit - http://norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=7543  - for more on this story.
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	Minnesota Medical Marijuana Dies As Legislature Adjourns

NORML is disappointed to report that the Minnesota Legislature has adjourned without taking action on House File 655, which sought to authorize the use of medical cannabis for state-qualified patients.
As you are well aware, over the past two years this campaign has made tremendous progress.  House Fill 655 and its companion bill, SF 345, gained endorsements from prestigious health organizations like the Minnesota Nurses Association and the Minnesota Public Health Association, and Senate File 345 received legislative passage from the Minnesota Senate.  Unfortunately, the vocal opposition of Governor Tim Pawlenty and a few select members of Minnesota's law enforcement community caused the bill to stall in the House before ever receiving a floor vote.

At this time, NORML wishes to express our sincere appreciation to those of you who took the time to contact your elected officials in support of medical cannabis reform.  Your support has helped us make significant progress in Minnesota and has laid the groundwork for future reform efforts.

State polls show that Minnesota's citizens now overwhelmingly favor the  physician-supervised use of therapeutic cannabis.  If the people lead, the politicians will follow.

Thank you again for your support of NORML's marijuana reform efforts in Minnesota and stay tuned for the next effort.  Visit – http://capwiz.com/norml2/issues/alert/?alertid=11219636&type=TA
Rhode Island Governor Vetoes Bill to Study "Compassion Clubs" 
Urge Your Elected Officials to Override Gov. Carcieri's Veto

Longtime medical marijuana opponent Gov. Carcieri(R) vetoed legislation that sought to study whether the state should establish state-licensed 'Compassion Clubs' to provide medicinal cannabis to authorized patients.

The legislation,  House Bill 7888, was approved overwhelmingly by by the legislature (29-0 in the Senate, 54-2 in the House) after lawmakers failed to approve a previous bill that sought to regulate the distribution of medical marijuana by non-profit state licensed facilities.  Please contact your state elected officials and urge them to override Gov. Carcieri's veto.

	Please tell them:  "Under state laws, hundreds of seriously ill patients are allowed to use therapeutic cannabis under their doctor's supervision. However, many of theses patients lack the knowledgs or means to obtain medicinal cannabis on their own, or are fearful of purchasing their medicine on the black market. House Bill 7888 would look into solving this problem be establishing a legislative task force to study the feasibility of providing qualified patients with an above-ground, state-regulated source of medicinal cannabis. Please override the Governor's decision to veto this common sense legislation." 

Thank you for your support of NORML and our efforts to expand Rhode Island's medical marijuana law.  Visit - http://capwiz.com/norml2/issues/alert/?alertid=11125296&type=ST where a phone directory for Rhode Island legislators is available online for both the House and Senate.

CANNABIS CLUB CRACKDOWN

California Attorney General Jerry Brown has issued restrictive guidelines for medical-marijuana sellers, bolstering his tough-on-crime credentials as he looks ahead to a possible gubernatorial bid in 2010.

Mr. Brown's guidelines say medical-marijuana dispensaries -- which operate in a legal gray area -- should operate as small nonprofits. The guidelines instruct state law-enforcement officials that "excessive amounts of marijuana" and "excessive amounts of cash" may indicate a dispensary is operating unlawfully. "There's no blank check to sell marijuana in California," Mr. Brown said in an interview, adding that he believes many marijuana sellers are "shadowy enterprises."

Medical marijuana has been a sticky law-enforcement issue in California since voters passed an initiative in 1996 saying doctors could recommend marijuana to patients. The state legislature passed measures in 2003 to clarify the law. But store-front marijuana clubs have sprung up that law-enforcement officials say serve a much broader clientele than the law intended. And marijuana remains illegal under federal law, so federal authorities in California continue to crack down on marijuana sales.

< continued next page >
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	< continued from previous page > Mr. Brown's guidelines help solidify the legal status of smaller, nonprofit operations. They also align him with law-enforcement officials in counties like San Diego, which has shut down storefront operations over the past few years, accusing them of being illegal drug cartels. "It kind of validates what we've been saying, that these storefronts that are for profit, that really have no relationship with medical-marijuana users, are really not within the law," said Damon Mosler, the narcotics chief for the San Diego District Attorney's office.

The guidelines are part of a broader effort by Mr. Brown to focus attention on his opposition to illegal marijuana sales. Earlier this month, his office issued a press release, headlined "Attorney General Brown Shuts Down Illegal Marijuana Operation," announcing a raid on a dispensary in Los Angeles by the state's Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement. A California Justice Department spokeswoman said that when it comes to medical marijuana, Mr. Brown has taken a different approach than his predecessor, Bill Lockyer.

"I think it's part of an overall strategy to run for governor in 2010," said Jaime Regalado, director of California State University's Pat Brown Institute of Public Affairs (which is named after Mr. Brown's father, a former California governor). Mr. Regalado said Mr. Brown has spent the past few years trying to shed the "Governor Moonbeam" moniker he earned as governor from 1975 to 1983. That included Mr. Brown's taking aggressive policing stances in Oakland, Calif., while he was mayor there through 2006.

Mr. Brown has said he is considering another gubernatorial run. But he said the new medical-marijuana guidelines are a response to pleas from state law-enforcement officials, not a bid to win support. "This has nothing to do with politics," he said. "I am just doing my job."

While medical-marijuana advocates don't like the prospect of tightened restrictions, some said the new guidelines should help them to comply with the law. "It reduces the subjectivity of law enforcement," said Joe 
	Elford, who is chief counsel with the marijuana-advocacy group Americans for Safe Access. He said the majority of marijuana clubs in the state are small operations that already comply with the guidelines.

Kevin Reed, the owner of a medical-marijuana provider named Green Cross, said the guidelines are "a really positive thing" because they clarify state policy.  Mr. Reed, who has a permit from the City of San Francisco, said income that's not used for expenses and staff salary goes into lowering the cost of marijuana for clients. But, he added, there are some dispensary owners in Northern California who "feel like they should operate like any other business."

Mr. Brown said that by eliminating larger, cartel-type operations, the guidelines should reduce the attention that federal authorities pay to legitimate distributors. San Francisco U.S. Attorney Joseph Russoniello said he supports that notion: "The people that the attorney general identifies as legitimate medical-marijuana operators are the people we view as flying below our radar."

Mr. Russoniello said the guidelines don't change the fact that marijuana remains illegal under federal law. And he disagreed with suggestions that most sellers comply with California law. He estimated that 95% of medical-marijuana distributors are for-profit operations.

Allison Margolin, a criminal defense attorney who represents marijuana dispensaries, said the new guidelines don't explain the difference between for-profit and non-profit organizations. "Law enforcement will use this vagueness to continue to prosecute people," she said.

Authors: Justin Scheck and Rhonda L. Rundle 
Website: http://www.wsj.com/ 
Details: http://www.mapinc.org/media/487 
References:  The guidelines can be found at - http://drugsense.org/url/kKMJR2lu.  Find out more about  Americans for Safe Access (ASA) by visiting - http://www.americansforsafeaccess.org/   - and  -www.mapinc.org/topic/Americans+for+Safe+Access 
also: http://www.mapinc.org/topic/dispensaries 
and  http://www.mapinc.org/mmj.htm 

(Marijuana - Medicinal) 
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	<continued from “PTSD FOR VETs”, pg 1>  need, the time is here to network folks together and add our impetus to the effort.
Currently, action is being taken to reconvene a panel to consider Administrative matter to add the condition to the Rules, Forms, etc.  

MERCY will follow up as best we can and make sure the panel is convened or the people and reasons why are accounted for and published.  What folks can do at this point is help gather Testimony for the Official Review, should it happen.  This testimony will also be useful should Legislative and Initiative means become necessary.

SECONDARY CONDITIONs

Another thing that can be done to help add Conditions is for Patients to be sure to add any Secondary conditions that are also being treated with cannabis.  These are typically noted in the Comments section of the ATTENDING PHYSICIAN’S STATEMENT form.  So be sure to note any other symptoms / conditions that you utilize cannabis for that are not one of the current official qualifying conditions.  

ATTENDING PHYSICIAN’S STATEMENT form  >

http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/docs/newphys.pdf
OMMP/ACMM Meetings

Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP) meetings happen quarterly and as-needed, in Portland, Eugene and Salem. To discuss or propose changes one can attend these public meetings hosted by the OMMP. 

Reasonable accommodations are provided as needed for individuals requesting assistive hearing devices, sign language interpreters or large-print materials. Individuals needing these types of accommodations should call the DHS Public Health Division, 971-673-1234, at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.
The ACMM is an 11-member committee appointed by DHS Director Bruce Goldberg. It is charged with advising the director on administrative aspects of the Oregon Medical Marijuana

	Program, reviewing current and proposed administrative rules of the program, and providing annual input on the program's fee structure. Committee members are patients who possess registry identification cards, designated primary caregivers and advocates of the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act.

The Oregon Medical Marijuana Act was approved by voters in the Nov. 3, 1998, general election. The ACMM was created during the 2005 Legislative Session. The statutes governing the OMMP are ORS 475.300 to ORS 475.346.  You can keep up on Public Meeting Notices by visiting the OMMP website at:  http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/  or by Contacting the Program:   DHS/OMMP, P.O. Box 14450, Portland, Oregon 97293 – 0450;  Phone: (971) 673-1226, Fax: (971) 673-1278  
________________________________________________
NOTE:  September 19, 2008  *  10:00 am to 2:30 pm  * ACMM / Quarterly Meeting * location:  Portland State Office Building, 800 NE Oregon Street, Room 1-E, Portland, OR  97232  *  Next scheduled Quarterly Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Medical Marijuana (ACMM) hosted by the Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP) – visit > http://mercycenters.org/events/Meet_OMMP.htm < for more info.  * Also, you can Contact the Program at   971.673-1226   or by visiting the OMMP website at: http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/ommp/  
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